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THE CONTEXT

Across the globe, there is widespread
understanding that a better future for
today’s youth depends on achieving quality
education for all. While the contributions of
students and their families are important,
the role of teachers is fundamental.

There are significant differences between
regions and countries, including the ones
we consider here. There are also differences
within countries, for example between
public and private schools, those in urban
and rural areas, as well as between primary
and secondary schools. At the same time
there are emerging and notable similarities
in what effective teachers do to ensure that
every student is successful in their
increasingly diverse classrooms.

This pamphlet offers a short guide to
effective classroom practice that addresses
the goal of achieving quality and equitable
education in inclusive schools.
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WHAT WE DID

Input for this pamphlet was group discussions with teachers and school leaders in Canada, three countries in Latin
America (Bolivia, Colombia and Peru) and the United Kingdom. They generously participated while dealing with the
unique challenges of teaching during the coronavirus pandemic. Each informant was an experienced professional
knowledgeable about effective inclusive practices. Our analysis was shared with a wider network with relevant
expertise who provided feedback and suggestions

We asked teachers three questions:

1. What do you do to ensure quality education for all in your classroom?
2. How do your schools provide positive support for these classroom practices?

3. How do you learn to be a more effective teacher in an inclusive school that aspires to serve all learners?

We now share what they told us. We hope this will prove to be a valuable resource to schools and teachers as they
pursue their own journey to quality education for all.

The critical importance of teachers

Good teachers and effective instruction are critical to each student’s success. We all know this from our own

experience as students. Successful teachers relate to each student as a young person with promise. They inspire us to
learn, and just as importantly, help us learn to manage our own learning. Teachers offer direct instruction but also use

a wide range of approaches to cultivate our curiosity and creativity. They encourage us to have high expectations and
to work cooperatively with our peers. They use common learning environments that are structured to meaningfully
engage us in active learning. Effective teaching begins with knowledge of the student and an in-| G
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